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University Degree in Biological Science (1980) 
 
Research interest 
 
Annamaria Zoppini earned her “Laurea” degree (Ph.D 

equiv.) in Biological Science at the University “La 

Sapienza” in Rome, Italy (1980). She is Researcher in 

permanent position since 1984. Her research focuses on 

the role of microbial communities in mediating   carbon 

fluxes from dissolved form to biomass and related 

modifications induced by natural or anthropic factors 

(drought, salinity and trophic gradients, climate change, 

pollution). This experimental work encompasses the 

aquatic environment from transitional to marine waters 

and  inland waters. In particular she has experience in 

studying autotrophic and heterotrophic  production   and 

mineralization rates applying advanced techniques that 

use  both radioactive and fluorescent tracers. She utilizes 

epifluorescence microscopy, image analysis, 

immunofluorescence and luminescence techniques to 

describe the microbial biomass. Author of numerous 

scientific articles in peer-review journals. She is 

responsible for the sub-project DG.RSTL.069.006 of the 

Italian CNR focused on the investigation of microbial 

communities in extreme environments. In the frame of the 

EU Project SESAME she is responsible for the WP 3.8.2-

Carbon uptake and release by water column. Steering 

Committee member of Research Coordination Network: 

Enzymes in the environment, funded by U.S.A. National 

Science Foundation. She is reviewer of many international 

journals related to microbial ecology and applied 

methodologies. 
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