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Stefano Polesello received his Ph.D. in Analytical Chemistry from the University of Milano in 1994, 
discussing a thesis about in situ spectroscopic studies of atmospheric reactions. After 2 years, 
spent as a post-doc fellow in the University of Milano and University of Verona, where he studied 
the effects of atmospheric pollution on cultural heritage, he joined the Water Research Institute 
(CNR-IRSA) as an associate researcher in 1996. Since 2003 he is Senior Researcher in the same 
Institute. 
 
Main research fields: 

• Development and validation of advanced analytical methods for analysis of emerging 
pollutants in water 

• Risk assessment of priority and emerging pollutants in internal and coastal waters 

• Chemistry of atmospheric deposition in high altitude and remote areas; glaciochemistry 
 
Coordination of WP in international and national projects 

• Since 2007: National Contact Point of the EC-funded Network NORMAN (Network of 
Reference Laboratories for Monitoring of Emerging Environmental Pollutants) 

• Coordination of working units in national projects:  
o 2001-2006: Tecnologie innovative di controllo trattamento e manutenzione per 

la soluzione dell’emergenza acqua , Innovative Technologies for control, 
treatment and maintenance for water crisis– AQUATEC”, supported by MIUR in 
the framework of Programma Operativo Nazionale (PON); 

o 2001-2006: Piano Nazionale di Ricerche in Antartide: Progetto 5.2: Permafrost e 
variazioni climatiche in Antartide (National Research Plan in Antartica: Project 5.2: 
Permafrost and climate change in Antarctica) 

o Since 2007: WP3 – Sistemi di allarme rapido per la sorveglianza attiva del rischio di 
inquinamento di fonti idropotabili nell’ambito dell’Accordo di programma quadro 
tra la Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri – Dipartimento della Protezione 
Civile e il Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (WP3: Early warning systems for 
the protection of drinking water sources, Framework Agreement between CNR 
and Civil Defense Department) 

o Since 2008: WP2: Monitoraggio di suoli ed acque per la protezione della salute 
umana nell’ambito del Progetto Interdipartimentale Ambiente e Salute del CNR 
(WP2: Soil and water monitoring for human health protection, of the CNR Project 
“Environment and Health”) 

 
Participation to expert groups:  

• 1997-2000: Coordination of expert groups for the development of Italian official analytical 
methods for water 

• 2003-2004: Italian delegate in the Expert Group on Analysis and Monitoring of Priority 
Substances (AMPS) for the implementation of Water Framework Directive (Directive 
2000/60/EC). 

• Since 2005: Italian expert in Chemical Monitoring Activity group for Water Framework 
Directive Implementation. 

 
I published about 50 research and invited review papers on international journals devoted to 
analytical and environmental chemistry. 
Since many years I am been carrying out a continuative peer-reviewing activity for some 
international journals devoted to analytical and environmental chemistry, such as Food Chemistry, 
Journal of Chromatography, Annali di Chimica, Talanta, Atmospheric Environment, Analytical and 
Bioanalytical Chemistry and Trends in Analytical Chemistry. 
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